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Britain’s educational system will soon be based firmly on 
the comprehensive school, and in this new edition of an 
already successful Pelican the Director of the Exeter 
University Institute of Education gives a clear and critical 
picture of the comprehensive as it operates in England 
and Wales today. Professor Pedley first describes just 
what the 11 + is and does. Then, after dispelling the bogey 
that comprehensive schools need at least two thousand 
pupils in order to function, he goes on to demonstrate, by 
statistics, that those in existence are already rivalling the 
tripartite system in academic achievements. Finally, and 
most important, he argues that a good comprehensive 
school can both focus and mirror a community as can no 
other school. 

Of all our educational establishments the comprehensive 
school is the least understood. This book, which contains 
a glossary of educational terms and a summary of country¬ 
wide plans for reorganization, offers to interested readers- 
especially parents-all the facts 

Cover design by Bruce Robertson, 
photograph Hulton Picture Library 



United Kingdom 25p 5/- 
Australia $0.85 
New Zealand $0.85 
South Africa R0.60 
Canada $1.15 












